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Good morning and welcome back. | hope you had a relaxing
Memorial Day weekend.

Fall Graduate Enroliment Outlook

Our Fall 2019 graduate student registration statistics continue to
improve. The most important news is that registrations of new
graduate students are up. As of Friday, May 24, 1,151 NEW
graduate students have registered for Fall 2019 compared to 1,074
in the previous year. Your partnership at the college and
department levels to engage in high-touch communications with
prospective graduate students, students with partially completed
applications, and students who have been admitted but are not yet
registered are making a difference. Thank you to all who are
contributing to this important work. It is a team effort. Together
we are making a difference.

Graduate Education Day at the NC Legislature

On May 15, three ECU graduate students and three ECU faculty
and administrators spent the day at the North Carolina Legislative
Building in Raleigh to participate in the ninth annual "Graduate
Education Day." This event, organized by the North Carolina
Council of Graduate Schools (NCCGS), is a key part of NCCGS's
mission to advocate for graduate education in North Carolina.
Selected graduate student representatives from member
universities visited with NC legislators and their staff to showcase
the value and benefits of graduate education to the health and
economic well-being of NC and its citizens.

This event is an excellent experience for student participants and
state legislators alike. Our graduate students have an opportunity
to "tell their stories," highlighting the importance of graduate
education in public and private universities throughout our state.
Last year, ECU students and faculty met with five legislators,
including a key member of the Legislative Finance Committee,
presenting an unexpected opportunity to discuss the benefits of
salary supplements for master's prepared teachers. Perhaps
coincidentally, a House bill is currently under consideration to
reinstate master's degree pay incentives for teachers.

This year we again had interesting meetings with legislators.
Students had an opportunity to discuss their research with
legislators, their student peers, and faculty from other universities.
Our ECU delegation finished up the day at an NCCGS group
lunch in downtown Raleigh, followed by a special treat of
NCSU’s Howling Cow ice cream and a group photo outside the
Raleigh legislative building. ECU has participated in all nine
Graduate Education Days, and we look forward to many more!

(Left to right: Dr. Greg Kearney, Kristen Proctor, Dr. Tom McConnell, Gabriel Beattie-
Sergio, Dr. Kathy Cox, and Matthew Harrup)

Introduction to Radius Lunch and Learn Workshops

Are you interested in recruiting graduate students with interests that
align with your research agenda? Our electronic graduate
admission software, Radius, is a great tool that can help. Your
graduate program director or support staff in your department are
able to access dashboards in Radius to preview students who have
started an application or have an application in-progress. The
Graduate School is offering hands-on training at six Lunch-and-
Learn workshops this summer. Faculty program directors and
support staff with Radius accounts are encouraged to attend.
Browsing Radius dashboards, it is possible to review partially
completed applications, including test scores, personal statements,
and transcripts. A short, personalized communication from you
could be all that’s needed to encourage a prospective student to
complete an application and enroll in your graduate program.
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