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Greetings from the ECU Graduate School. As this fall
semester draws to a close 1’d like to call your attention to
several important items. Firstly, I'm delighted to introduce the
Graduate School’s new Technology Support Analyst, Plummer

Nye. I’m also writing to call your attention the student abstract
deadline for 2019 Research and Creative Activity Week, the
2019 Graduate Student Thesis and Dissertation Awards and
2019 Graduate Faculty Mentor Awards.

New Technology Support Analyst, Plummer Nye

Plummer Nye joined the Graduate School about three weeks
ago and is rapidly learning the Graduate School’s IT systems
and procedures. He provides critical support for graduate
admissions, student data reporting, data analysis, and web site
development. Plummer has 26 years of IT experience in a
variety of different industries and comes to us with five years
of work experience at ECU with expertise in Banner, Xtender,
ecuBIC, and ECU’s student databases. | am excited with the
enthusiasm and creativity he brings to the Graduate School and
Graduate Admission Office. Please join me in welcoming him
to the Graduate School’s team. Plummer can be reached at
NYEP@ECU.EDU.

| want to extend my personal thanks to our former Tech
Support Analyst, Derrick Isler, for eight years of outstanding
professional service to the ECU Graduate School. Derrick
accepted an offer to join the UNC-Charlotte Institutional
Research office and to be closer to his family. While Derrick
will be missed, he has graciously continued to respond to
occasional questions from our office during this transition
period.

Student Abstract Deadline — 2019 Research and Creative
Activity Week (RCAW)

Electronic abstract submissions for RCAW 2019 will open on
January 7, 2019 and continue through February 1, 2019. A
hyperlink will be distributed to faculty and students at the start
of the Spring 2019 term. Please encourage your research
students to work on their abstracts and presentations during the
holiday break. This is a great way to help them stay actively
engaged in their research projects. We received a record
number of abstract submissions last year, over 440, and hope to
break that record again this year. We are especially excited that
this year’s RCAW event will take place in the brand-new soon-
to-be-opened Student Union. Mark your calendars now to
come and see your students present their research in ECU’s
newest facility, April 1 to April 8, 2019.

9th Annual Thesis and Dissertation Awards Nomination
Deadline — February 4, 2019

The ECU Graduate School sponsors two thesis awards and two
dissertation awards per year to recognize and honor outstanding
research and scholarship at the graduate level. Each college is
invited to nominate two students in each of the two categories
listed below for a master’s thesis award and two students in each
of the two categories listed below for a doctoral dissertation
award. Awardees will be recognized during the 2019 Research
and Creative Activity Week (RCAW) Awards Banquet, April 8,
2019. The student’s degree must have been completed between
July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2018. ECU’s winners will be
considered for nomination for regional and national awards.
This year the two categories for master’s thesis awards are 1)
Life sciences (1 award) and 2) Social Sciences, Business, &
Education (1 award). The two categories for doctoral
dissertations are 1) Life Sciences (1 award) and 2) Humanities
& Fine Arts. The above categories are chosen to best match
national and regional competitions. Please see the following
announcement and submission instructions for additional
information (link): http://www.ecu.edu/cs-
acad/gradschool/upload/Announcement-ECU-9th-Annual-
Thesis-and-Dissertation-Awards_2019.docx

6th Annual Distinquished Graduate Faculty Mentor Awards
Nomination deadline — February 8, 2019.

This award was established in 2013 to recognize selected ECU
Graduate Faculty awardees’ commitment to excellence and
success in mentoring graduate students, student scholarship,
their intellectual growth, and their development of professional
and communication skills. One award is given annually for
mentoring master’s students ($1,000) and one for mentoring
doctoral students ($1,000). Awardees will be recognized during
the 2019 Research and Creative Activity Week (RCAW)
Awards Banquet, April 8, 2019. Graduate students are
encouraged to discuss nominations for this award with their
graduate faculty mentors. Please see the following
announcement and submission instructions for additional
information (link): http://www.ecu.edu/cs-
acad/gradschool/upload/2019-Announcement-Distinguished-
Grad-Faculty-Mentor-Awards.pdf

sy, .
Paul JMGemperhne, Ph.D.

Dean of Graduate Studies
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