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I hope you had a relaxing holiday break and the spring 2019 
semester is off to an exciting start. I’m writing to call your 
attention to some important events and resources available to 
you and your graduate students. 
 
Now Accepting Student Abstracts for RCAW 2019! 
Electronic abstract submissions (link) for 2019 Research and 
Creative Activity Week are now open, continuing through 
February 1, 2019.  Please encourage your students to submit 
their abstract. This year the event will be held in the new 
Student Center, April 1 to April 8, 2019 with graduate student 
posters and oral presentations on Monday, April 1.  We also 
need faculty volunteers to serve as judges – please use this link 
to volunteer. 

 
Has a student asked you for help finding a fellowship or 
scholarship? 
The Graduate School has a new subscription to the leading 
website on fellowship and scholarship funding opportunities 
for students and scholars at all levels, ProFellow.com. Please 
inform your students about this resource. Students can access 
this free database and get advice on how to request powerful 
letters of recommendation, develop strong personal statements, 
creative funding approaches, and more. We will be hosting a 
variety of webinar sessions this spring 2019 semester and 
making private links available for viewing at a later time.  

 

ProFellow also offers ProFellow Academy, which for a 
membership fee provides additional access to recorded courses, 
free education, discussion groups, networking, and direct 
access to experts in fellowships. Joining the ProFellow 
Academy is a personal choice and ECU does not get any 
financial benefit from the student’s membership. 
 
Thesis / dissertation deadlines for Spring 2019 graduation 
If you’re advising a thesis or dissertation student that expects 
to graduate at the end of the Spring 2019 semester, please 
remind them that the deadline for uploading their thesis or 
dissertation into Vireo for Spring 2019 is April 18.  Uploads 
after that will continue to be reviewed on a first-come, first- 
 

serve basis, but students may have a Summer, 2019 graduation 
date. Students are not required to be continuously enrolled to 
have a Summer 2019 graduate date except when credits are 
needed for financial aid, health insurance, visa status, or other 
individual issues. Please contact Kathy Cox if you have any 
questions about the continuous enrollment policy. 
 
Individual Development Plans for graduate students and 
postdoctoral researchers 
An IDP is a tool to help graduate students and postdoctoral 
researchers set professional and career goals.  The Graduate 
School strongly recommends that all PhD students have an IDP.  
For some federal funding agencies like the NIH, this is required.  
Thesis-based master’s students will benefit from this as well.  
Please advise your students to create their own personalized 
IDP.  The process of developing an IDP includes assessing 
current skills, strengths, and interests, creating goals, and 
communicating with faculty mentors to develop strategies to 
achieve students’ goals.  There are excellent web-based 
resources to help students and faculty mentors develop IDPs.  
Students in STEM programs will find the MyIDP (link) resource 
provided by AAAS helpful. Students in the Humanities and 
Social Sciences will find the ImaginePhD resource helpful. 
Remind your students that it is important to revisit their IDP on 
a regular basis to update and revise their goals.  You as a mentor 
should assist your students in formulating goals and timelines 
that best meet your student’s professional and career 
development needs. 
 
Graduate and Professional Student Senate:  
The GPSS and Student Government are actively working on a 
funding process for graduate student travel!  Please encourage 
your students to participate in GPSS.  Their input is needed on 
many topics. They can join and find out event dates through 
OrgSync. https://orgsync.com/27914/chapter 
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